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mepartmettt of tue Jhtteriot 
OFFICE OF GEOGRAPHER 

Ottawa, ____________________ _: ___ ~ ___ J_~Q_9. ________ ---------------------·--------·-

DEAR Srn, 

I wish to obtain information reRpecting the clerivation of the place-na.mes of Canada-of the 

names of the villages, towns, cities and of the natural features, such as rivcrs, lakes, capes, bays, 

mountains, etc.-and shall be much obliged if you will give me any information that you may 

possess or can procure, respecting the below-mentioned name and also respecting the names of 

any other features in the vicinity of your residence concerning which you have knowledge. 

In many localties, the older generation is passing, or has passed away, and unless steps are 

taken to collect this information, it will, in many instances, be too late. In most communities 

there are persons who take an interest in things of this nature or that have been connected with 

the early settlement of the locality. If there are any such in your neighbourhood, will you 
kindly submit this to them. 

Below I have indicated the lines along which I desire information and also the commoner 

derivatives of place-names in Canada :-

(1.) Whether namcd after a village, town, or city, or natural feature in any other province 

or country; if so, the name of province or country in which the original locality is situated. 

(2.) Whether named after a person ; if so, the person's name, occupation, spelling of name 

as rendered by the person and any details of interest respecting him (or her) suchas (a) Whether 

alive or, if dead, approxima te year of death ; (b) Whether at any time a resident of the locality 
and, if so, whether still living there. 

( 3.) Whether named after a natural feature ; if so, any details respecting the origin of the 

name as applied to the feature and the geographical position oÏ the latter. 

( 4.) Whether the town, village or city ever had any other name or names ; if so, at what 

dates, approximately, and the origin of these obsolete names. 

Any information bearing on the above will be deemed a courtesy. 

Yours truly, 

JAMES WHITE, 
Geographer. 

Kindly write your reply on the atfoched sheet. 

To ensure free transmission of your reply I enclose herewith an addressed envelope which 

will corne free of postage. 
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C R 0 M A R A L I A S C 0 R N M A R. 

Those i n teres ted in the n ames of plac es a nd the s tudy of 

philology i n thi s locality, may natural l y wi s h ta k now s ome ­

thin g of the e tymology o f the n ame of our new pos t o f t' i ce , 
11 Cromar." I n the v i ew of t h e Di ocese o f Ab e r deen , as 

r e ported i n the Spa ld i n g Club Publications , i t is s ta teù 

tha t tr Mar" i s s o named f rom 11 !Aa rt a ch" one of F e rgus 

the F i r s t 1 s c aptains , ta whom that prin c e ga ve it f or 

po ssess ion fo r h is se r v ic es i n the y ear A. D. 300 . Tho s e 

f amilia r wi th c el tic wil l see th e an alogy b e twe en 

"Mart a ch" a nd trca :enn t e igh", th e l e a d er, or chi ef , of a S e pt, 

or Highland. Clan , ·who se c a s tl e wa s the rr f ort ress , hi s 

approbation hi s pride , who act ed a s th e ir ca p t ain i n the 

d ay of bat t l e , the ir jud g e i n time o f p eac e , and wa s a t 

al l tirres their f r iend . 

Scotti s h hi s tory f r _equen tly al l u des ta " The 

Bra ve Bowma n o f Ma r," th e f orefather s o f th e " Gord on 

Highland.ers," from whom t wo r e giment s we r e rai sed i n d.efe::se 

o f their coun try . The f irs t of thes e, th e old 8 l s t, 

by Colone l Gord on , s on of the Earl of Ab e r d een, i n the 

( 1 ) 



year 1777 : and the sec ond , the present reg i men t of 

11 Gord on Highland.e r, 11 by the Ifl.arqu is of Hu n t ley i n 1794 , 

a nd who h ave s i nce dis t ingu ish ed therr.se l ves f or hi gn 

v alor i n eve ry hard f ough t ba t tlef ie ld. i n wh ich en ­

ga ged , and n owh e r e mor e than i n So uth Af ri ca wh e r e , 

s ide b y side with our own bra v e Canad i ans , t h e y s o 

n obly v i nd i c at ed the prowess o f Bri t ish a r ms , s o tha t 

the child r en i n our s cho ol s c a n s ti l l proud ly s i n g 

11 Rule Britan r. i a . 11 

Ma r i s s ub i i vided i n to d~s trict s of Bra ema r 

Cromar, corr upt ed by u s age to Cornma r ,) !fl.idmar and 

Logi ema r . Cromar i s one of the b e s t gra i n dis tr i c ts 

i n Abe r deenshir e wh e r e a l l va ri e ti es of grain are cal led 

co rn ,but i n Am e ri c a conf i n ed to ma iz e or I r.d ia ~ c orn. Thus 

to c irc ums t ances and even t s we ar e i ndebted f or ma n y words 

i n our la r. gua ge ,and a l s o Cromar . 


